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1. Licensing requirements.
 Section 12 of the New South Wales Firearms Act 1996 sets out a comprehensive table detailing the "Genuine reasons for having a license". Included are the following:

· Sport/target shooting. 

· Recreational hunting/vermin control 

· Primary production. 

· Vertebrate pest animal control. 

· Business or employment. 

· Occupational requirements relating to rural purposes. 

· Animal welfare 

· Firearms collection. 

 

Under the conditions layed down in the table, a licence applicant whose genuine reason is sport or target shooting must be a current member of an approved target shooting club which is affiliated with one of the shooting organisations prescribed under Clause 78 of the regulations. 

Anyone seeking to licence a firearm for recreational hunting or vermin control must be a member of an approved hunting club or provide proof that they have the permission of an owner or occupier of land or the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the Department of Land and Water Conservation, the Forestry Commission or other authority prescribed in the regulations.

 

Members of pistol clubs are required to participate a minimum of six times per year. Members of rifle and shotgun target shooting clubs are required to participate a minimum of four times per year. Hunting club members must participate at least twice per year.

 

Anyone seeking a Collectors license must be a member of collectors club or society. Collectors must attend at least one meeting every 12 months.

 

A 28 day waiting period applies to the issuing of all licenses/permits.

 

Under Clause 96 of the regulations all new licensees in NSW are required to complete a safety training course – 

(a) conducted by or on behalf of the Firearms Safety Awareness Council, 

(b) (b) for pistols - approved courses that are conducted by or on behalf of an approved pistol club.

 

2. Storage requirements.
 

Section 39 of the Act requires that a person who possesses a firearm shall take all reasonable precautions to ensure – 

"its safe keeping, and that it is not stolen or lost and that it does not come into the possession of a person who is not authorised to possess the firearm." 

Under Sections 40 and 41 of the Act, 

Category A and B firearms must be stored in a locked receptacle of a type approved by the Commissioner. If the receptacle weighs less than 150kg when empty it must be fixed in position in order to prevent its easy removal. 

Category C, D and H firearms must be held in a receptacle of a type approved by the Commissioner which is bolted to the structure of the premises. All ammunition must be stored in a separate locked container approved by the Commissioner.

  

3. Transporting Firearms

The requirements of the Firearms Act 1996 in regard to transport of firearms.

Suggestions that guns or ammunition have to be carried in a locked box, or that the firearm might have to be “chained up” are quite wrong. 

In a nutshell:

The Firearms Act 1996 makes no rules about the transport of “A” and “B” category firearms.

The only comment in the Act about transportation of firearms comes in Sections 56 and 57. 

Section 56 is about Commercial Transportation of Firearms, which does not apply to private individuals 

Section 57 reads:

“Non-commercial transportation of certain firearms

Any person (other than a person who is engaged in the business of transporting goods) who conveys a prohibited firearm or a pistol must comply with the safety requirements prescribed by the regulations.”

Please note that this applies to “prohibited” firearms or “pistols.” It does not apply to Category “A” or“B” firearms, which are what most shooters would be using and transporting. These categories are not mentioned.

The Regulation mentioned by Section 57 is Regulation 101, which reads:

“Non-commercial transportation of prohibited firearms and pistols – prescribed safety

requirements.

(1) For the purposes of Section 57 of the Act, the following safety requirements are prescribed:

(a) the firearm must not be loaded with any ammunition while it is being conveyed, and it

     must be kept separate from any ammunition

(b) while the firearms is being conveyed:

(i) it must be rendered temporarily incapable of being fired (eg by removing the bolt    

     or firing mechanism or by using a restraining device such as a trigger lock), or
(ii) it must be kept in a locked container that is properly secured to, or is within, the

      vehicle being used for transporting the firearm.”

Again, this Regulation, as it says in its heading, applies only to prohibited firearms and pistols. It does not apply to “A” and “B” Category firearms.

Part (ii) has been mistaken by some people as applying to all firearms, which it does not.

In addition, the Blue Book, Secure Storage of Firearms, produced by the Firearms Registry, talks about having to have guns locked up and ammunition carried separately, in a locked container, such as the glove box of a car.

This is not required by the Act, and is not an enforceable requirement, but that they put it in the book as a suggestion.

Obviously, a shooter who wanted to make absolutely sure he/she would have no difficulties, might choose to adopt this system. But it’s not mandatory.

The only requirement arising from any reading of the Act, is that when an “A” or “B” category firearm is being transported, it should not be loaded. But commonsense suggests that, anyway, and it is only inferred by the sections relating to prohibited firearms and pistols.

People tend to be ready to believe “what they’ve heard” from some great little bush lawyer down at the pub, or anywhere else, rather than believe the facts. What I have given you are the facts, quoted from the  Firearms Act, but if people prefer to believe the doomsayers, that’s their prerogative.

4. Hunting.

 

Hunting is only permitted on Private Property or Crown land with a Game Licence.

 

5. Moving between states.
 

Section 26 of the Act, 

Provides for temporary recognition of interstate licenses for the purposes of participating - "in a shooting competition approved by the Commissioner (or for such other purposes as may be prescribed by the regulations. This includes hunting where one has written permission)." The licensee must hold a corresponding license in their home state for the particular category of firearm - A,B or H. License holders who move to NSW permanently must notify the Commissioner in writing of their intention. In which case their out-of-state license for category A and B firearms is valid of three months. In the case of category C, D and H firearms the period is 7 days.

 

6. Juniors.
 

Under Section 32 of the Act, 

NSW issues two types of minor's permit; a 'Minor's firearm training permit' and a 'Minor's target pistol permit'. The holder must be at least 12 years of age and demonstrate that they have the written permission of a parent or guardian and have received safety instruction in accordance with the regulations. A 'Minor's firearm training permit' authorises the holder to use a firearm of a specific category when receiving safety training under the supervision of a licensee who holds a permit for a similar category. A 'Minor's target pistol permit' allows the holder to receive safety training and participate in such events "as are approved by the Commissioner" under the supervision of a person who holds a license for a category H firearm. Minor's permits expire on the holder's 18th birthday.
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